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Amendment No. 1 to SB0162
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AMEND Senate Bill No. 162* House Bill No. 466

by deleting all language after the enacting clause and substituting instead the following:
SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 37, Chapter 2, Part 4, is amended by
adding the following new section:

(a) As used in this section:

(1) "Department” means the department of children's services; and

(2) "Relative caregiver' means a person within a first, second, or third
degree of relationship to the parent or the step-parent of a child who may be
related through blood, marriage, or adoption.

(b) The department shall create a pilot program to provide payments to eligible
relative caregivers in accordance with this section. The pilot program must begin
January 1, 2022, and continue through December 31, 2024.

(c) Arelative caregiver must receive payment equal to fifty percent (50%) of the
full foster care rate for the care of a child if:

(1) The child has not been placed in state custody;

(2) The child is sixteen (16) years of age or younger;

(3) The relative caregiver is twenty-one (21) years of age or older;

(4) The child was placed in the care of the relative caregiver, by a court
acting under chapter 1, part 1 of this title;

(5) The relative caregiver's total adjusted household income does not
exceed more than twice the current federal poverty guidelines based on the size

of the family unit. As used in this subdivision (c)(5), "household income" is
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determined by including the income of the primary relative caregiver, the spouse

of the primary relative caregiver, and any adult children of the relative caregiver

who are living in the same home as the relative caregiver; and

(6) The relative caregiver agrees to seek the establishment and
enforcement of child support, including, but not limited to, the naming of the
father of a child for purposes of paternity establishment, unless good cause not
to cooperate exists, as defined by the department by rule.

(d) Payment pursuant to subsection (c) is subject to the initial and continuing
eligibility of the relative caregiver and the child pursuant to this section and rules
promulgated by the department. There is no entitlement to payment by a relative
caregiver pursuant to subsection (c).

(e) The department may establish additional requirements for payment pursuant
to subsection (c); however, no such requirement shall be that the child is or has been in
the custody of the department. Additional requirements may include that the relative
caregiver cooperate with any activities required by the department to reduce the
likelihood that the child will enter state custody, such as counseling, therapy or court
sessions, or visits with family members.

(f) No later than February 1 following the conclusion of each calendar year of the
pilot program, the department shall publish an annual report on the payments required
by this section. The content of the report must include, but is not limited to:

(1) The amount of payments made pursuant to this section;

(2) Rates at which children in the custody of relative caregivers who
receive payment pursuant to this section enter state custody as compared to the
rates of other at-risk children;

(3) The number of children that remained out of state custody as a result

of the pilot program created by this section; and

2. 006131



(4) The amount of any money saved as a result of children remaining out
of state custody as a result of the pilot program created by this section.
(g) The commissioner of children's services may promulgate rules necessary to
carry out this section pursuant to the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in
title 4, chapter 5.
SECTION 2. For purposes of promulgating rules, this act takes effect upon becoming a
law, the public welfare requiring it. For all other purposes, this act takes effect January 1, 2022,

the public welfare requiring it, and terminates January 1, 2025.
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